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Cambridge 

Housing 

Fund*   

£15m

Investment

Fund   

£20m

Housing 

Fund   

£45m

Adult 

Education 

Devolution 

£12.4m 

Local 

Transport 

Capital* 

£22.5m 

Enterprise 

Zones 

£0.65m 

LEP Core 

Funding 

£0.5m 

Growth 

Hub 

£0.25m 

Local 

Growth 

Funds 

£35.7m 

Getting 

Building 

Fund      

£7.3m 

Transforming 

Cities Fund 

£22m 
Mayoral 

Capacity 

£1m 

Devolution Deal 
Business Board 

Funds 
Other Funds 
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������������������������
��
�The Full Business Case has been approved and we 

are on track for phase 1 completion ready to open the doors to 2,000 students in 

September 2022. Construction is due to start in winter 2020.

	������������������������
��������������
 The Combined Authority Board 

has approved funding for over 2,400 homes to date and continues to work with 

developers to achieve our target of 2,500 units started on site by March 2022. 

�����������������������
�These have been delivered by the Districts, and the 

£13.1 million funding call for towns to implement delivery will have been 

approved by the end of 2020.

����������
 CPIER, Local Transport Plan, Non-Statutory Spatial Framework and 

Housing Strategy developed and approved with partners. 

���������������
 Much of the strategy is currently being delivered and   

interventions include the skills brokerage, apprenticeship levy pooling and 

retraining scheme pilot. The devolved Adult Education Budget has now been 

localised and allocated based on analysis of local skills needs.

�������������
 Construction began in September 2020 and the station is due to 

open in December 2021; originally expected to open in May 2022.

������������������������
 Construction has completed on Ely Bypass and A47 

Junction 18, along with quick wins in March and Fenland. Construction will be 

complete in 2021 for A605 Oundle Road Widening-Alwalton, A605 Stanground, 

Kings Dyke, Lancaster Way, Wisbech Access Strategy, March road improvements, 

and station upgrades at March, Whittlesea and Manea.
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The Full Business Case has been approved and public consultation on the design 

was carried out in February 2020. November 2020 sees the planned ‘spade in the 

ground’ and commencement of phase one, with completion (for occupation and 

doors open to students) due September 2022. To achieve these milestones, there 

were two key workstreams: to procure the Academic Delivery Partner (now  

complete) and develop, design, and procure a Main Contractor to deliver phase 1 

infrastructure. The design has reached RIBA 3 and a short-list of prospective 

contractors has been agreed. The successful contract was appointed at the end of 

August with the main contract being awarded in January 2021.

�������
��

The university will feature technical work-based course delivery embedded in 

digital and technological methodology, a curriculum based on business and skills 

gap need with co-creation of courses written by industry, and higher-level  

apprenticeships and degree apprenticeships tailored to business need and 

demand. It will have a signature campus with sustainable, energy e�cient  

buildings and future phases of the campus will include Research and Development 

Innovation Hubs that will support the creation of an innovative eco-system in the 

north of the region for Peterborough and the surrounding area. 

���������
	

The launch of the Higher Education partner took place on 14th July 2020 and the 

Academic partner, Anglia Ruskin University, has both regional and national  

presence and a strong track record of delivering work-ready degrees and  

apprenticeships. Over the last four years, Anglia Ruskin has consistently increased 

the proportion of students from low participation areas and has signi�cantly 

increased apprenticeships numbers. 

���������

Full Business Case, planning permission, Higher Education partner and contractor 

have all been approved and construction commences in November 2020. 

��	���������������­���
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Following the approval of the 11 Market Town Masterplans, the Combined 

Authority Market Towns funding is subject to a call process and open for bidding. 

To secure capital funds, Local Authorities are invited to submit bids against the 

Investment Prospectus, which was launched in June 2020. Following this process, 

the Combined Authority retains a strategic partner role, ensuring that   

county-wide decisions meet the needs of each town masterplan, and lobbying 

Government for further resource to deliver high-growth towns (and to promote 

the concept of place-based interlinked growth strategies). 

�������
��

The Combined Authority is providing investment that adds value by helping 

towns clarify and reassess their priorities for future growth; there is no 

one-size-�ts-all solution. In this way, the identity and role of each town will be 

brought to prominence and enable each town to grow their economies and 

contribute to the overall doubling of GVA over the next 25 years. This focus on 

market towns has been heralded by Government, by the Cambridgeshire and 

Peterborough Independent Economic Commission, and by other partners as a 

bold and progressive step towards inclusive growth.

���������
�

The Combined Authority commissioned the development of the masterplans and 

retains involvement as a strategic and funding partner. Lead responsibility for the 

implementation of the masterplans is with each District Authority in partnership 

with Town Councils, Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) and other stakeholder 

groups. Speci�c schemes that are launched will be subject to speci�c delivery 

arrangements, and in each case a lead delivery partner will be identi�ed who will 

be responsible to the funding organisations for their speci�c scheme.

���������

The Combined Authority has launched a £13.1 million funding call for towns to 

implement delivery of approved Masterplans. The process and delivery of these 

funds are happening quickly with further project proposals to go to Board in 

November 2020 for approval.
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In the �rst year of delivery, from August 2019 to the end of June 2020, more than 

7,000 learners accessed adult learning from the Adult Education Budget and studied 

on average 1.7 aims. We have experienced a doubling of remote, online, blended 

and distant learning with a corresponding increase in more time-consuming learner 

support to maintain retention levels. Provision re�ects our strategic priorities by 

focusing on residents in Peterborough and The Fens and targeting learners who are 

expected to progress in their learning from one level to a higher level.

�������
��

The Combined Authority has moved from a transactional arrangement between 

commissioner and supplier to a more transformational relationship that shows 

results in terms of outcomes and impact. Adult education delivery has shifted 

considerably, with a lower proportion of Community Learning and a higher  

proportion of Adult Skills learning in 2019/20. The Combined Authority has also 

reduced sub-contracting and enabled more delivery with further progression in 

learning and employment.

���������
�

The Combined Authority works with 12 grant providers including local Further 

Education Colleges, local authorities and 5 Independent Training Providers  

including private sector training providers from across the country. It also involves a 

vast array of stakeholder participation and involvement including the Department 

of Work and Pensions, Department for Education, community groups, Further 

Education College and Ofsted.

���	�����

The proportion of all learning aims which were delivered to learners from areas of 

high deprivation increased from under a quarter (22%) in 2018/19 to over a third 

(35%) in 2019/20, therefore contributing towards the objective in the CPIER of 

levelling up the regional economy. 
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A Full Business Case has been produced re�ecting the progress made in the 

design and development of the Business Growth Service, in collaboration with 

bidders to deliver it, and taking into account the impacts of COVID-19 and the 

related Local Economic Recovery Strategy. The four elements will allow the   

Combined Authority to engage the highest potential growth �rms (Growth 

Coaching), expand our reach into key global markets (Inward Investment), 

provide an e�ective link between young talent and those retraining or  

progressing in a career (Skills Brokerage), and help SMEs grow (Small Business 

Capital Growth)

�

�
����


The Combined Authority are always looking for innovative ways to increase the 

Growth Hub o�erings such as the Hub Spot (CRM) which allows us to link grant 

applications and allows for a slicker service for businesses and a less person 

heavy process for applicants. 

����
������

E�ective integration is created, nationally and locally with a range of contacts and 

businesses and with close working relationships developed with all Local  

Authorities and Economic Development O�cers. 

���	�
���

By integrating all these growth services into one single-front-door service, we will 

better connect our places and business clusters to support a growth eco-system 

developed over half a century within Greater Cambridge. 
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The Digital Connectivity programme has already had positive e�ects in the region, 

with both superfast broadband and full �bre coverage currently tracking above the 

averages for England. This is a notable change from when the programme �rst 

started with coverage well below the England average at the time at less than 60% 

superfast broadband coverage. 

�

������


Emerging technologies, including arti�cial intelligence (AI) and machine learning 

together with big data techniques and increasing automation are starting to have a 

profound in�uence on growth and GVA prospects as well as wider social and 

economic impacts. The Combined Authority’s Digital Infrastructure Programme has 

maintained an agile approach and can react �exibly to rapidly changing   

government and commercial priorities to take advantage of all opportunities to 

promote inclusive growth across the area. 

����
��	���

The Connecting Cambridgeshire Programme, led by Cambridgeshire County  

Council and co-funded by Peterborough City Council, was set up in late 2011 to 

improve the digital connectivity infrastructure across the area. Following the  

establishment of the Combined Authority, the programme was expanded with 

additional investment enabling a greater focus on commercial deployment and 

supporting better mobile coverage. 

A collaborative approach between Cambridgeshire Councils and the Combined 

Authority has seen all transport and infrastructure commissioning bodies in the 

area adopt an innovative new policy to examine opportunities to incorporate �bre 

ducting in all schemes from 2019 onwards. 

�����
��	

New technologies are advancing and will be incorporated for improved   

connectivity with drivers via their cars, passengers via apps, providing data 

enhanced travel choices. The Combined Authority will include digital   

connectivity and utilitiy channels built-in for future expansion, in transport projects 

such as the A10 Dualling.
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As part of the Combined Authority, the Business Board is committed to advising the 

Combined Authority with its 2030 Ambition. It ensures that a clear business 

perspective is brought forward as the Combined Authority seeks to accelerate 

delivery and secure new investment from across Government, the private sector 

and the local area. The Business Board comprises of 12 private sector members and 

2 public sector members (represented by the Mayor and Deputy Mayor). The Chair 

and Vice-chair bring together an innovative mix of manufacturing and academic 

research & development perspectives.�

­��������� 

The Business Board responded to COVID-19 recovery quickly and e�ciently, with a 

new scheme launched in April 2020 named the ‘COVID-19 Capital Growth Fund’. 

This o�ered grants from £2,000 to £150,000 for new capital investment projects, to 

support businesses during this emergency. The overall aim was to help companies 

survive the period of enforced downtime and enable them to strengthen their 

capacity to recover. 

����������� 

The Business Board continues to provide regular updates and maintain   

engagement with the Cities and Local Growth Unit (CLGU) on progress on the   

development of its Local Industrial Strategy and mobilisation and delivery. It  

oversees the delivery of the programme and ensures a clear pipeline of potential 

LGF projects is maintained and updated. The Growth Deal team regularly reports 

and updates CLGU on the projected pipeline and associated spend/outputs and 

The Business Board undertakes monitoring and evaluation of its Growth Deal 

programme.

���������

The Business Board is responsible for the rollout of Local Industrial Strategy and has 

a range of grant and business support schemes to lever growth, including making 

recommendations on bids to the £147 million Local Growth Fund to deliver 

improvements in productivity, new jobs, skills, transport and homes.
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